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Notes

Thesis/ Intro: 

The changes and developments in the Pacific Rim from 1945 to the present took place within the context of Post WWWII destruction of political, economic, and societal infrastructure, decolonization, the bipolar conflict of the Cold War, and the emerging world economy of the 21st century.  The response to these challenges reflected the individual history and circumstances of each nation. However, each country participated in the process state building and restructuring, political development and change, and economic expansion. 
Intro chapter key points 

Post WWII – all countries (Japan, China, Vietnam, Thailand, & Korea) had to deal destruction and chaos of the war and rebuild and innovate. 

1980s – number of non-communist nations of Pacific Rim including Japan, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, & Malaysia joined ranks of developed nations. 

1980s- both communist Vietnam and China had begun to recover 

All nations of East Asia and Pacific Rim have become major economic and potentially political players in the international arena in early 20th century 

Closing Chapter key points 
In many respects history of China, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam, whose cultures were profoundly affected by Chinese Civilization, experiences have been very different form peoples of Asia and China. 

In contrast to the industrialization of Japan and Korea in the last 4 decades with their high standards of living and global economic power, China and Vietnam have had a great deal in common with the rest of the emerging nations. 

China & Vietnam in contrast - Despite imperialist conquest in Asia and Africa, most colonized peoples managed to preserve much of their precolonial cultures and modes of social organization. In contrast, in China & Vietnam a combination of external aggression and internal upheavals discredited and destroyed the Confucian system that was synonymous with civilized life. Both countries had to embark on full-scale revolutions to clear the rubble of failed Confucian system- both had civil wars & moved toward communism within bipolar conflict of Cold War. In additions- unlike other regions both countries received  little benefit from European domination, imperialism had smashed their political institutions rather building a bureaucratic grid and imparting a political ideologies that could be used as the building blocks of nation-building. China & Vietnam had strong sense of identity, culture, language that helped to unify.  Initially, both looked to communism. However, themes of growing independence and self-assertion, have combined with experiments in Western-Style capitalism, replacing Confucianism as the 
Chapter Notes: 
Japan – Military occupation of USA created parliamentary government & constitution 

European Powers sought to reestablish control over Vietnam, Malaya, and Indonesia 

China, Vietnam, & Korea – reflect bipolar conflict of Cold War & communism as philosophical and economic response to internal discord 


Japan- 

Post-war USA 

Had previous experience with westernization & industrialization (Meiji Japan most western) served as basis of reform 

Parliamentary government stripped power of emperor to figurehead

Liberal Democratic Party- one party rule of Japan until 1993 

USA provides military support of Japan / focus on economic growth 

Retained cultural identity and practice going back to Heian period in Japan 

Focus on group loyalty promoted and used as economic model (lifetime employment /elders) 

1980s economic giant 

Late 1990s overexpansion results in decade on economic recession 


Korea- 
Post WWII- dived North and South between Russian & USA influence / Bipolar conflict Cold War 

USA – supports Republic of Korea 

Soviets- People’s Republic of Korea 

1950-53 Korean War / USA support South & Russia and China North 

South Korea like Japan from 1950s forward focused on economic development . Creates huge industrial firms that combine entrepreneur with government. Examples: Daewoo & Hynudai 


Little Tigers- 

Indonesia, Malaysia, & Thailand 

China
Prior to WWII conflict between Communist & Nationalist (Guomingdang) 

Japanese invasion & success of communist hurt Nationalist cause 

1945-1949- 4 year civil war result in the establishment of the Peoples Republic of China in Taiwan by Nationalist under Chiang Kai-shek 

Mao – version of communism differs from Lenin’s of urban, educated, elite as architects. Mao believes the peasants who represent virtue are the base of his brand of communism. 

China again represent bipolarism of Cold War. However, by 1950s collaboration between Mao and Soviets breaks down over border disputes and refusal of China to play seconds to Russia. 

Communist China viewed industrialization as key to success. Mao’s version of communism resulted in 1958 Great Leap Forward that is sarcastically called the Great Leap Backward. Plan called for collective approach to industrialization where individuals would forge metal etc, in own back yard. Backfired and weakened China & resulted in worst famine of communist. 

1965s Cultural Revolution / led by Gang of Four  – elites persecuted 

1960s – family planning and population reductions 

Women – Communist pro feminism 

Late 20th / 21st Century China moved toward reform in economy liberalization/ limited westernization 
Despite economic development and position as world economic leader have not ended human rights violations or sweat shop labor 


Vietnam- 

Conflicts that split Vietnam emerge in French colonial era 

WWII – Communist dominated nationalist movement , Viet Minh

Post WWII – French reassert control, Battle of Dien Bien Phu 1954 (Algerian independence movement simultaneously) 

Diem – puppet govt USA Viet Cong communist 1950s push back 

Vietnam Conflict – USA 1955-1975 

Vietnam remained isolated post conflict (in part due to USA economic sanctions) 

Vietnams leadership maintained centralized control of economy. Failures of policy led to liberalization and reform in the 1980s. 

Like China (smaller scale) Vietnam enters global economy but with cost of sweat shop labor etc. 
